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	November 2009 Edition

	Sources and Resources — A Newsletter for Criminal Justice and Related Professionals

The BCCJA is an organization of criminal justice and related professionals which has been fostering debate, dialogue, providing advocacy and advancing current and best practices for 40 years. BCCJA is a member of the Canadian Criminal Justice Association which goes back to 1919. For more, click on our website at www.bccja.com.

This is the first edition of this electronic newsletter, the purpose of which is to provide information of current professional interest, as a service of the Association. Let us know your thoughts and ideas at newsletter@bccja.com.
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	Upcoming Events

Go to the BCCJA website Calendar for a list of coming events which may be of interest…click here. 

Back to Summary
Did You Know?

BCCJA lower Island chapter? Landmark meeting took place in Victoria September 18, 2009. Over 60 people from criminal justice operations and the community met to discuss start up. Click here and here.


Correctional Services Canada invites individuals throughout the region to undertake a variety of voluntary roles. For instance, in the Pacific Region there are approximately 1,000 volunteers involved with both institutional and community operations. You might be surprised at many of the different roles they play. Click here for more. In Canada, there are 600 people who are involved specifically in Citizens Advisory Committees. The New Westminster Community Corrections Committee has eight members who are appointed for 2 years, and who play a vital role in key activities. Click here for more.


Jeff Christian, current President of our Association and former CSC Senior Manager in Parole and Institutional Operations has been working as an international corrections expert on a project with the Indonesian government under the management of the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law.  The project is being funded by the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA). There is something in the order of 500 prisons in Indonesia, holding some 135,000 prisoners, spread from one end to the other of the archipelago.  Strides are being made in their prisons. Click here for more.


The Canadian Criminal Justice Association’s (CCJA) regular electronic newsletter is routinely filed on our website. Items from the November issue of interest are stats on homicides in Canada and police reported serious assaults. Click here for more.
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Articles of Interest 
Psychopathy.

Do psychopaths have faulty brains? Recent study concludes that psychopaths who kill and rape have faulty connections between the part of the brain dealing with emotions and that which handles impulses and decision-making, scientists have found. Click here for more. 

Sex Offenders.

· A New York Times editorial about sex offender registration in the USA. Click here for more.

· Preventing sexual and domestic violence. An interesting paper from the Virginia Sexual & Domestic Violence Action Alliance detailing principles to help communities establish primary prevention strategies.  Click here for more.
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Alcoholism. 

· Alcoholism treatment. Overview of a recent study showing that a synthetic derivative of the kudzu vine can reduce drinking and prevent relapse. Click here for more.

· Substance abuse. National Institute on Drug Abuse provides recommendations to treat drug abusers, save money and reduce crime.  Click here for more. 
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Schizophrenia.

Schizophrenia and violence. A recent study concluded that schizophrenia and other psychotic illnesses do not appear to be responsible for any additional risk of violence, but that that risk is increased by substance abuse. Click here for more.
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Mandatory minimums in Canada? 

· The following link leads to a summary which outlines all of the current mandatory minimum sentences currently provided in the Criminal Code, with some analysis. Click here for more.

· This link provides a chronological history of Bill C-2: An Act to Amend the Criminal Code and the Canada Evidence Act. Click here for more. 
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Adolescent development and risky behavior. Interesting article reviewing research that shows risk-taking juveniles may have more developed brains rather than the immature neurological development that had been assumed. Click here for more.


Chronic Stress. Interesting article reviewing research that shows that chronic stress may cause neurological changes that predispose maladaptive behaviour. Fortunately, the research also shows that the effects are reversible. Click here for more.
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General Interest.

· Review of a study finding a link between video-game playing and health risks in adults. Click here for more.

· Review of research on the role of guilt in children developing pro-social behaviors. Click here for more.

· Fabricating DNA. Review of research showing that DNA of a target subject could be fabricated, raising questions about the infallibility of DNA evidence. Click here for more. 
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Corrections.

Major Reports on Correctional Services Canada.

· 2007 Review Panel Report. Future directions for Correctional Service of Canada - judge for yourself. In 2007, a Federal Government review panel released a report detailing 109 recommendations to "transform" CSC that was accepted by the government. That full report can be found here. 

· 2009 Critique and Recommendations. Recently, a detailed critique of the review panel's report was published. This is an important point of view. That report can be found here.
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Important Sources

The Justice Institute of British Columbia specializes in justice and public safety agency training and education. It’s library is a premier source of academic and experiential training information. For instance, visit the Library site for a prepared bibliography on a wide range of topics: gangs, bullying, critical incident stress, emergency management, etc....click here for more.  
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